
 
 

Legal Specialist in Economic Sanctions  
Resources and Insights for Your Business’s Reputation and Penalty 
Protection   
 
Small to midsized businesses are finding themselves swimming in treacherous 
waters with ever-changing global sanctions and behind-the scenes political 
wrangling.  How can a business owner be protected?  
 
Robert J. Ward, Jr. has over thirty years of experience as an international trade 
law attorney, having worked for three of the big four consulting firms as well as a half 
dozen Fortune 500 companies. He has served as Chief Compliance Officer for the 
world’s largest maritime services company as well as a globally deployed oil and gas 
telecommunications company. Robert has a strong background in political science, 
and focuses on international contracts review, fraud investigations as well as anti-
corruption, global sanctions and export control issues.  Robert offers this:  
 
“My mission is to help small to midsized companies make sense of the labyrinth of 
embargoes and economic sanctions law. Any company can inadvertently conduct 
business with a blacklisted party and find themselves dealing with significant penalties. 
I offer cost-effective compliance solutions tailored to your specific business model.”  
 
Robert Ward is a highly qualified attorney, whose solutions include customized 
polices and procedures, escalation matrices, and the selection of screening software 
that’s best for your business model.  Ward also offers seasoned legal advice on 
managing and mitigating a violation crisis.   
Robert Ward holds a BA from the University of Notre Dame and is a cum laude 
graduate of Tulane Law School as well as a Certified U.S. Export Compliance Officer.  
Robert lives in Houston and offers small to mid-sized businesses competitive rates for 
his highly informative educational presentations and legal consultations.  

 
TEDx Talk:  
“The Importance of Effective Economic Sanction” https://youtu.be/kgqz2K4lKwo 
Publications: 
Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics Magazine: “OFAC Global Sanctions: A Greater 
Compliance Headache than the 
FCPA?”https://www.slideshare.net/BobWardJDLLMLCBCUSEC/sccecep201505ward1 
Association of Corporate Counsel Magazine: “The OFAC/Export Control Evasion and Facilitation 
Prohibitions” https://www.slideshare.net/BobWardJDLLMLCBCUSEC/accdocketarticle122015-55752120 
The Fraud Magazine: “Prevent Diversions to Forbidden Nations” 
https://www.slideshare.net/BobWardJDLLMLCBCUSEC/prevent-diversions-to-forbidden-nations-fraud-
magazine-so-15-55753239 

 
 
Robert is Available to Speak to: Trade associations, international compliance 
professionals, corporations, custom brokers and freight forwarders, entrepreneurial 
groups, small to midsized businesses as well as to continuing education groups such 
as: The Clear Law Institute, the Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics 
Professionals as well as GRC Training Solutions 



 
 

 
Topics include: 
 Introduction to OFAC as well as recent new sanctions law enactment, Aug 2017- Jan 29, 

2018 implementation and enforcement trends impacting Russia, Iran and North Korea 
 Review of recent enforcement actions for lessons learned involving PNB Paribas, 

Schlumberger and ZTE, including ZTE’s re-designation for failure to discipline offending 
employees 

 Discussion on key steps to take to prevent violations including best practices for 
policies/procedures, screening, due diligence and training 

 Updates are essential as blacklists are updated daily.  Screening your business partners 
is mandatory to avoid trading with the enemy.  Reputational protection and minimizing 
penalty exposure are mission critical.   

 What are the nuts and bolts of setting up a sanctions and compliance program?  “How to” 
seminar for small and midsized businesses.  

 

Endorsements:   
"I was Robert's boss from 2009 to 2012 at Wilhelmsen Ships Service where I served as the Chief 
Financial Officer overseeing Robert's work as Corporate Compliance Officer.   Robert was very 
creative and well-spoken in providing our key personnel with training on U.S. economic sanctions 
as administered by the U.S. Department of Treasury's Office of Foreign Asset Control.  The 
company was able to prevent any further violations since being cited for an inadvertent infraction 
that led to Robert's hiring in the first place.   I highly recommend Robert as an effective and 
engaging speaker, trainer and implementer of integrated compliance programs."    Ove Myrvåg 
 
 
“Robert Ward is one of my ‘go-to’ guys for export controls and trade sanctions. The breadth and 
scope of his knowledge is without peer. I recently caught his TEDx talk on targeted sanctions. 
With this talk he highlighted his role as a thought leader in the field and why all compliance 
practitioners need to stay not only abreast of but participate in the ongoing discussion around 
trade sanctions. Robert is one of the top experts in the field and when he talks, writes or 
podcasts, you should listen.”  Tom Fox, Esq. The Compliance Evangelist 
 

 

Robert J. Ward, Jr.       The Ward Jr. Law Firm, PLLC    1-281-728-4036 

www.thesanctionsgeek.com     robertjwardjr@gmail.com

 


